Maximiliano Amici

CRISTALLI DI TEMPO

(2018)

for Orchestra



INSTRUMENTATION:

2 Flutes

Piccolo

2 Oboes

English Horn

2 Clarinets in Bb
2 Bassoons

4 French Horns in F
2 Trumpets

2 Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani
Percussion

I.  Timpani
Glockenspiel
Crotales
Vibraphone

II. Tambourine
Suspended Cymbal (preferably large and thin China Cymbal)
Snare Drum
Large Tam Tam
Bass Drum

Harp
Piano

Strings (12, 10, 8, 8, 5)

The score is transposed. Piccolo and Xylophone sound one octave higher than notated. Crotales sound two octaves higher.

PERFORMANCE NOTES:
1. All instruments: dashed slurs indicate phrasing, not legato.

2. Strings: in the passages with long sustained notes in the string sections, change of bows should be organized in order to avoid
simultaneous changes. Similarly, in measures 179 and like passages, the indication legato at every measure signals no accent with a

change of bow. The bowing can be distributed as deemed more convenient.

3. Percussion: the suspended cymbal, bass drum and tam tam should be distributed in order to allow a single player to play the passage
starting after letter /, with one hand holding two different mallets at the time. In case the time between the tam tam hit and the striking

of the cymbal is not sufficient, the first strike of the cymbal can be omitted.

4. Flutes, m. 60 and 61 play at the conductor's discretion.

PROGRAM NOTES:

Cristalli di Tempo is in the form of a fantasia. It presents a succession of musical tableaux, thematically and tonally interrelated. The
title is borrowed from an idea by the French philosopher Gilles Deleuze, whom forges the concept of crystal-image to describe the "the
most fundamental operation of time," that is to say the splitting of present into future and past. He observes, similarly to Henri Bergson,
that the present splits in two heterogeneous directions, one which determines the future, and the other that infinitely, recursively, bears
the past into the new present. The present is, therefore, a 'hole' in which the past and the future coexist; the past exists only as an ever-
changing individual and collective memory. Cristalli di Tempo is a musical reflection on this aspect of time passing, to which the music
is inextricably bound, since, after ephemeral instances of sound are heard, they continue to exist only in the thoughts and memories of
listeners. Following Deleuze, 1 conceived crystal-images as symbolizing refractions of concentrated, musically expanded moments.
Each one of them is one of my tableaux. Obviously, the concept of crystal, beyond the reference to the reflection of sound-light-time,
entails in itself also the idea of fragility, that for example of a nascent future. As concerns the musical material, the principal thematic
source is derived from a re-elaboration of a plain chant (a portion of a Credo), whose fragments permeate the composition. The principal

theme can be heard in its entirety, played by the horn solo, circa two minutes into the piece (m. 60 ef seq.).

DURATION: 11’ ca.
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